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Which writers — wor-
king today do you
admire most?

Right now I'm going
through a giant obses-
sion with Neil Gaiman.
His writing style is ab-
solutely captivating, and
his stories are so much

fun. With conventions
and book signings start-
ing back up, I have been
doing lots of driving and
listening to audiobooks
while on the road. I'm
hooked on all the books
Neil narrates. I just want
to listen to him tell me
stories.

Another writer that I
absolutely adore is the
fabulous Ms. Kim Harri-
son. The reason I am in
love with urban Fantasy
is because of her series,
The Hallows. Her new
book came out this year
and I can wait to just
get lost in it. Her strong
female leads and fun
characters are addicting.

Who are your favorite
writers? Are there any
who aren't as widely
known as they should
be, whom you'd recom-
mend in particular?

As an avid reader,
I have tons of authors
that I just adored their
works. I’'m not normally
a person who re-reads
many books, but the
books of Paulo Coelho
and Deepak Chopra are
some of my exceptions.
Both writers have been
around for decades, and
their works just keeps
getting better.

Paulo’s classic, The
Alchemist, is still my
all-time favorite. For
everyone who is familiar
with Deepak’s books, he
has a lot of non-fiction
works that are amazing.
1 would also recommend
his fictions books for
anyone who has never
had an opportunity to
read.

What do you read
when you're working
on a book? And what
kind of reading do you
avoid while writing?

While I'm working
on a book, I usually
aim to read something
very different from the
genre I’'m working on.
I tried to avoid things
that are very similar to
mine to ensure it doesn’t
accidentally end on my
page.

Reading is still
my favorite form of
relaxation, but I have to
limit myself to the time
I allotted myself for it. It
is really easy to get lost
in a book and not work
on my own.

What genres do you
especially enjoy rea-
ding?

I have multiple genres
that are my go-to, urban

“Reading
is still my fa-
vorite form of

relaxation, but
I have to limit
myself to the
time I allotted

myself for it. It
is really easy
to get lost in a
book and not
work on my
own.”

fantasy and cozy myster-
ies. I’'m always open to
reading anything in the
fantasy or Sci-fi realm.
The way writers can
transport us to another
world is mind-blown.
But urban fantasy just
stole my heart. Having
the crossover between
the supernatural world
and the real one is
incredible.

Back during my time
being deployed, the
options for books were

D.C. has an undergraduate degree in Film and Television from
NYU. After college, she joined the US Army, where she proudly
served for four years. Born in the Dominican Republic and raised
in New England, she now calls Texas her new adoptive home.



Forbidden War

War is on the verge of breaking out in Texarkana, and it’s up to Isis to
stop it. With the vampires and elves at each other’s throats, Texarkana
couldn’t be in more trouble. When Genevieve, the heir to the elf king-
dom goes missing, Isis is stuck in the middle of a faction war she knows
nothing about. But, when she finds out Genevieve is engaged to Arthur,
the heir to the Vampire Empire, she realizes the path of destruction will
be great if she can't find the princess.

very limited. They had a
series of cozy mysteries.
They were clean, fun,
and a breath of fresh air
from the high-tension
environment we were in.
I bought the entire se-
ries, and just felt in love
with the genre. Having
amateur sleuths running
around solving crimes
was such a refreshing
alternative to my every-
day life. Situations were
always neatly resolved,
and our heroes had nice
little happy endings.
Still love escaping into a
good cozy mystery, and
if they have a good reci-
pe in them, even better.

Who is your favori-
te fictional hero or
heroine?

This might be a little
broad, but I have an
obsession with the Grim
Reaper in books. I might
be a little bias since I
write about Death and
her Reapers, but the
concept of Reapers
just fascinates me. I'm
always on the search
for books that feature
Reapers, or a form a
Death. Reading the way
other writers portray
this classic character,
and how it interacts with
others in the book, has
become a passion of
mine. At signings with
other authors, I will go
home with all the books
featuring Reapers.

What kind of reader
were you as a child?

Growing up, I was
not a fast reader. As an
immigrant, English was
my second language,
and it took me a while
to become fluent in it. In
the beginning, reading
gave me an opportunity
to see the language with-
out feeling judge or con-
fused. Once I could truly
understand it, books
became my escape from
everything else going on
around me.

Have you ever changed

your opinion of a book
based on information
about the author, or
anything else?

I think I grew up
during a time where a
lot of information about
authors was not as easily
accessible as it is now.
The only information I
knew about many of my
favorite writers was the
stuff that was written
on the jackets of the
books. I never did a lot
of research regarding the
lives of authors. Now
that I’'m in the writing
community, I’m more
aware of it, but it still
doesn’t influence my
book selections. I'm
more likely to change
my opinion on a writer
if they killed off their
main characters without
a fantastic reason. That
is probably one way to
get me to stop reading
books from that author.

Which writer would
you want to write your
life story?

A dream come true
would be to have Eliz-
abeth Gilbert write my
life story. Her memoir,
Eat, Love, Pray, is such
a beautiful description of
the human experience.
She captured her pain,
her sufferings, as well
as her joys so passion-
ately. The book is raw
and yet relatable in so
many ways. It would be
an honor to have her cre-
ative genius put my life
into paper.

What books do you
find yourself returning
to again and again?

Another one of the
few books that I read
every year is Dr. Seuss,
Oh, The Places You’ll
Go! I give this book
to every high school
graduate in my family.
They all looked at me
crazy for giving them a
children’s book, but the
message is absolutely

Continued on page 12
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D. C. Gomez is an award winner, USA Today Best-selling Author, public speaker, men-
tor and podcaster. She writes in multiple genres from Urban Fantasy, Contemporary
Lit, YA, Children’s Books, and even Devotionals. She has a quirky and at times dark
sense of humor that can be seen across her different books.

amazing. As we
aged, the meaning
becomes more
personal as well.
The first time I read
it, I found myself
terrified I would get
stuck in the waiting
place. As an adult, I
found myself several
times there, and have
to laugh at how wise
Dr. Seuss was with
this book. I keep
reading this book to
remind myself of the
beautiful journey we
are all on. As long as
we allowed yourself
the opportunity to
take the leap.

What books are you
embarrassed not to
have read yet?

This is such a hor-
rible confession, but
I have not read the
Great Gatsby. The
time period the novel
takes place is truly
one of my favorites
(the Jazz Age) and
the setting is so
much fun. I’'m just
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not fond of tragedies.
For my leisure reading,
this would not be the
first genre I picked or
horror. My imagination
is too wild and vivid.

I would spend days or
even weeks re-imagin-
ing portions of a book,
and just getting sad all
over.

What do you plan to
read next?

I’'m patiently waiting
for the next book in the
series, Keepers of the
Lost City. A young lady
who couldn’t stop brag-
ging about it introduced
me to the series. This
middle school series
by Shannon Messenger
takes us on a great fanta-
sy story, while exploring
the themes of coming
of age and first love.
You cheer for the main
character, while cringing
every time horrible
things happen to theme@



