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PROOF

Born and raised under the sun-
drenched skies of Arizona, Sarina 
Siebenaler found her calling in 

the art of storytelling, weaving together 
a tapestry of words and illustrations that 
captivate young minds. Her life is a blend of 
family, creativity, and a deep-seated love for 
nurturing childhood literacy.

Within the walls of her Arizona home, Sa-
rina resides with her loving husband, three 
vibrant children, and their cherished rescued 
Goldendoodle. Her household hums with 
creativity, laughter, and an endless source 
of inspiration drawn from the boundless 
imagination of her kids.

Driven by an unwavering passion for 
poetry, art, and the enchantment found in 
children’s literature, Sarina embarked on a 
writing journey illuminated by the desire to 

craft stories that not only entertain but also 
educate and uplift. Her dedication to creat-
ing children’s books stems from the belief 
that these stories serve as pillars in fostering 
literacy skills, sparking the fire of imagi-
nation, and nurturing social and emotional 
development in young readers.

Sarina’s creative compass is guided by 
the belief that humor, skillfully woven into 
the pages of picture books, acts as a beacon, 
drawing children into the world of reading. 
Witnessing the profound impact of humor 
in fostering a love for books through the 
eyes of her own children has solidified this 
conviction. With each stroke of her pen and 
brush, she endeavors to infuse her tales with 
laughter and whimsy, turning each page into 
a gateway to joy and exploration for young 
readers.

When she isn’t immersed in the world 
of storytelling, Sarina finds solace and 
rejuvenation in the great outdoors. Whether 
it’s the rhythm of her footsteps on winding 
trails during a run, the breathtaking vistas 
discovered while hiking, or the thrill of ex-
ploring new horizons with her family, these 
moments outside the realm of her stories 
provide the balance and inspiration that 
fuels her creative spirit.

Sarina Siebenaler stands as a beacon of 
creativity, a weaver of dreams, and an ad-
vocate for the power of children’s literature 
in shaping young hearts and minds. Her 
dedication to crafting stories that resonate 
with the innocence and wonder of childhood 
continues to leave an indelible mark on the 
world of literature, enriching the lives of 
young readers one tale at a time.

What moves you most in a work of child-
ren’s literature? 

As a children’s book writer, I’ve 
witnessed how children’s literature has a 
remarkable way of stirring emotions and 
resonating with readers. Picture books often 
carry profound messages wrapped in simple 
narratives, making them accessible and re-
latable to readers of all ages. The innocence 
and authenticity found in children’s books 
can evoke nostalgic memories for adults 
who read to children. Its timeless lessons 
touch the core of human experience. The 
vibrant illustrations and poetic expression 
spark curiosity and foster a sense of wonder, 
inviting readers to explore new worlds and 
perspectives.
Who is your favorite Children’s Author 
and why?

That’s such a tough question. Books 
have been a huge part of my life ever since 
I flipped through my first picture book as 
a kid. But if I had to pick one standout, 
I’d have to give a shoutout to my current 
literary crush, the author and illustrator Jon 
Klassen. His creations, known as the “Hat” 
books in our household, are brilliant. His 
work is smart, funny, and his artistic style, 
while simple, holds incredible authenticity. 
Very clever work!
What do you read when you’re working 
on a book? 

Children’s books, of course! You can ran-
domly find me sitting on the floor of a book-
store or library in the children’s section with 
a cup of coffee in hand. Other writers and 
creators inspire me very much. My love for 
poetry and art between the pages of a picture 
book will always be close to my heart. It’s 
the foundation of our youth that inspires 

them and helps inspire life-long reading 
habits that become a generational cycle. 
What kind of reader were you as a child? 

As a young girl learning to read, I found 
my passion for poetic verses. Dr. Seuss’s 
books were my companions, shaping the 
foundation of my reading skills with their 
delightful wordplay and catchy rhymes. 
These whimsical takes sparked my love for 
writing, a passion that lay dormant until I 
became a mother to three children.

Watching my kids eagerly anticipate our 
nightly picture book readings rekindles the 
enchantment I felt when I first discovered 
books. The glimmer in their eyes mirrored 
my childhood excitement. Like me, they 
were drawn to silly stories with playful 
rhymes, turning each reading session into 
a cinematic experience woven with art and 
poetry. Day after day, these stories forged in 
them a deep love for books, reminiscent of 
my journey into the world of literature.
Tell us about your work and what you are 
working on now.

I currently have two books for young 
readers ages (3-8). My first book is a silly 
and fun story titled “Do Not Wish for a 
Pet Ostrich!”. The sequel is a book titled, 
“Do Not Wish for a Birthday Unicorn!”. 
I’m working on book 3, “Do Not Wish for 
a Christmas Elf!”. The 3rd book will be 
released before Christmas 2023. All three 
books have comedic themes that will surely 
bring the gift of the giggles to early readers. 
Stay tuned for more silly tales in the “Do 
Not Wish” …series!
How do you come up with the stories 
you write?

When brainstorming a new character, 
everything hinges on how that character will 

come to life in the story. If I can’t visualize 
their portrayal or establish that emotional 
connection, I keep brainstorming until I hit 
that spark. I always ask myself the follow-
ing questions: How can they captivate and 
entertain the reader? What conflicts will 
they face, and how will they resolve them? 
And is this character relatable to a broad 
audience of readers?
What sets your books apart from others 
in the market?

Each book I write reveals a new charac-
ter for the upcoming book. It’s a way for 
me to add a surprise element and provide 
excitement for each new book. Crafting 
these surprises and diving into fresh stories 
is incredibly exciting for me. There are 
endless possibilities ahead!
Tell us what inspired you to write your 
first book, Do Not Wish for a Pet Ostrich!

The idea for the ostrich character struck 
me when my kids started dreaming of 
having exotic pets at home. That's when I 
envisioned this long-legged, skinny-necked, 
lightning-fast bird making its grand entrance 
into the story! I sincerely wish for this 
feathered friend and its thrilling adventure 
to keep bringing smiles to children's faces. 
I hope the tale sparks their imagination and 
helps nurture their emerging reading and 
comprehension abilities.
Have there been any hurdles during the 
publication of your books?

As a self-published author, I handle 
everything from crafting the book to its pub-
lication and marketing. Along this journey, 
I’ve stumbled upon numerous mistakes. 
Navigating the marketing realm, especially 
using social media platforms, and build-
ing my website, has been a steep learning 
curve. The creative process is therapeutic, 
but delving into marketing strategies can be 
challenging. It’s a balancing act – time-con-
suming, yet incredibly rewarding too. 
Keeping abreast of continuous research and 
hard work yields countless benefits.
What are some rewards you have expe-
rienced during the publication of your 
books?

I have found immense joy from the love 
of readers, librarians, content creators, 
teachers, and even celebrities like Sarah 
Ferguson, Dutchess of York, Jennifer Love 
Hewitt, and YouTube creators such as 
Storytime at Awnie’s House, who’ve em-
braced and shared my books, fills me with 
fulfillment.

I have a genuine passion for what I do. 
My hope is that the books I create will make 
a meaningful difference in households, 
classrooms, and young readers. The journey 
may have its challenges, but the chance to 
contribute positively to early readers and 
children through literacy makes my work all 
worthwhile.
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PHOTO: "Creating whimsical worlds, one giggle at a time." 
- Sarina Siebenaler

PHOTO: Unicorn magic in every page, sprinkling joy and laughter!
- Sarina Siebenaler's enchanting tale, Do Not Wish for a Birthday Unicorn!


